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Discussion Questions                  
The Testaments by Margaret Atwood 
 

Source: The Testaments by Margaret Atwood,  

Barnes & Noble Exclusive Book Club Edition 

 

 

1. Daily life in Gilead is (sadly) much the same in The Testaments as it was in The 

Handmaid’s Tale.  But the story arcs of these two novels are quite different – for 

instance, there are three narrators as opposed to one narrator.  What plot point in The 

Testaments surprised you the most? 

 

2. “The Aunts were not married; they were not allowed to be. That was why they could 

have writing and books.”  Many of the disturbing laws in Gilead are clearly intended to 

limit the power of women.  Which laws succeed and which backfire? 

 

3. The names of the Aunts carry a subtle significance.  Did you pick up on it?  And if so, 

what do you think the author’s intentions were in choosing these names? 

 

4. Discuss the significance of the crafts intended to keep female hands “busy”: petit 

point, crochet, flower-arranging, and so forth. 

 

5. “Despite what you may have thought, my reader, there was beauty to be had in 

Gilead.”  Do you think Aunt Lydia really believes this? 

 

6. The Concubine Cut into Twelve Pieces is a Bible story that Aunt Vidala claims is “God’s 

way of telling us that we should be content with our lot and not rebel against it.”  But 

its graphic depiction of men as ruthless sexual predators has the opposite effect on the 

young students, and it constitutes a pivotal moment in the novel.  What is its 

significance? 

 

7. When Agnes convinces her Guardian to drive her to school to see Aunt Estee, she 

thinks: “So this is how women get things done…If they are prepared to wheedle, and 

lie, and go back on their word.”  Is this a tactic that applies only in Gilead? 

 

8. In The Testaments we learn more about how it is possible for a totalitarian regime like 

Gilead to achieve its goals.  Granted, the methods depicted in the novel are extreme, 

but there are parallels to be drawn to the world we live in today.  How did the scenes in 

the stadium resonate with you in terms of current events and those of the recent past? 

 

9. Commander Judd says that women by their nature can never achieve equality.  In 

reality, women are still fighting for true equality.  What needs to be done to prove 

Commander Judd wrong? 
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10. The cause of the lack of fertility in the Wives of Gilead is never fully explained.  Why do 

you think the author made that decision?  What do you think may have caused it?  Are 

you aware that male fertility is on the decline in industrialized countries? 

 

11. When you finished the novel, which of the epigraphs resonated most with you?  

George Eliot’s, Vasily Grossman’s, or Ursula K. Le Guin’s? 


