
A Short List of Play and Early Literacy Resources

Playing to Learn, Learning to Play
Madison Public Library

Children’s Play:  the roots of reading.  Edward F. Zigler, Dorothy G. Singer, and Sandra J. Bishop-Josef, 
editors.  Zero to Three Press, 2004.

Creative Curriculum for Early Childhood, Letters for Parents at:
www.head-start.lane.or.us/education/curriculum/creative-curriculum

Einstein never used flash cards: how our children really learn--and why they need to play more and 
memorize less by Kathy Hirsh-Pasek. Rodale, 2003. 

Kidwatching: documenting children’s literacy development by Gretchen Owocki.  Heinemann, 2002.

Literacy play : over 300 dramatic play activities that teach pre-reading skills by Sherrie West & Amy 
Cox.  Gryphon House, 2004.  

Literacy through play by Gretchen Owocki. Heinemann, 1999.

Make way for literacy!: teaching the way young children learn by Gretchen Owocki. Heinemann, 2001.

Making make-believe: fun props, costumes and creative play ideas by MaryAnn F. Kohl.  Gryphon 
House, 1999.

Pathways to play by Sandra Heidemann.  Redleaf Press, 1992.

Play = learning : how play motivates and enhances children's cognitive and social-emotional growth.  
Edited by Dorothy G. Singer, Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, Kathy Hirsh-Pasek. Oxford University
Press, 2006.

Play and early literacy development, edited by James F. Christie.  State University of New York Press, 
1991.

Play and literacy in early childhood: research from multiple perspectives.  Kathleen A. Roskos and James 
F. Christie, editors.  L. Erlbaum, 2000.

Prop box play: 50 themes to inspire dramatic play by Ann Barbour.  Gryphon House, 2002.


